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Library
favorites 2022

Books
Shrines of Gaiety by Kate Atkinson
I loved the criminal underground elements of post-WWI
London and the variety of intertwined characters. This
book hooked me immediately.
- Jennifer Christiansen
The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery
- Shanna Bertram
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
- Shanna Bertram
The Ogress and the Orphans by Kelly Barnhill
Probably my overall favorite book of 2022 - this tween fantasy has
subtle hints of social justice.
- Jan LaRoche
Ducks: Two Years in the Oil Sands by Kate Beaton
This graphic memoir tells the story of multiple injustices, living for
your dreams, and trying to survive.
- Becca Bacon
Ashton Hall by Lauren Belfer
- Bri Rodgers

Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley
I originally chose this book for the UP of Michigan setting. It's a richly
woven novel of a young woman of Native American and Anglo
American heritage and how she interacts in both cultures and how
they eventually collide.
- Lisa Powell Williams
Dead Man's Hand by James J. Butcher
- Zach Berkley
The Lies I Tell by Julie Clark
- Karen Wente
Piranesi by Susanna Clarke
- Jessica Hill
Gallows Hill by Darcy Coates
- Bri Rodgers
Angela Davis: An Autobiography by Angela Y. Davis
- Callahan Herrig
The Couple at Number 9 by Claire Douglas
- Bri Rodgers
Shutter by Ramona Emerson
A forensic photographer who sees the spirits of the recently
deceased must solve a murder to regain some peace of mind.
- Deborah Shippy
Long Live the Pumpkin Queen by Shea Ernshaw
- Shanna Bertram

The Ink Black Heart by Robert Galbraith
- Jessica Hill
Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus
A brilliant female chemist who looks like a Barbie doll fights for
success in the Leave it to Beaver men's world of the 1960s.
- Dee Runnels
Once & Future by Kieron Gillen
King Arthur comes back to rule England in this graphic novel series.
Trigger warning for violence.
- Deborah Shippy
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
- Karen Wente
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
- Lora Wegener
The Art of Drag by Jake Hall
- Deborah Shippy
We Lie Here by Rachel Howzell Hall
- Bri Rodgers
Jim Harrison: The Essential Poems by Jim Harrison
- Callahan Herrig
The Ten Thousand Doors of January by Alix E. Harrow
- Jessica Hill

Flying Solo by Linda Holmes
- Shanna Bertram
The Attic Child by Lola Jaye
- Bri Rodgers
The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune
- Jessica Hill
War by Jose Jorge Letria
This striking, nearly wordless, picture book simply and profoundly
captures the horrors of war.
- Tess Hurt
Kaiju No. 8 by Naoya Matsumoto
A world beset by monsters called "kaiju" is protected by well-known
government-sanctioned hunters, and the much lesser known unit of
cleaning specialists, who are assigned to clean up the corpses that
hunters leave behind. Things take a turn when a cleaner is possessed
by a kaiju, and he pursues his dream of hunting the very monsters
he's become possessed by.
- Patty York
The Passenger by Cormac McCarthy
- Callahan Herrig
The Myth of Surrender by Kelly O'Connor McNees
- Bri Rodgers
The Ruin by Dervla McTiernan
- Lora Wegener

Chef's Kiss by Jarrett Melendez
Sweet story about a recent college grad with an English major trying
to find his way.
- Deborah Shippy
Long Bright River by Liz Moore
- Lora Wegener
Jazz by Toni Morrison
So many passages I had to go back and re-read to really let the
ideas and her words sink in. The opening paragraph pulls you right
into the story, and the closing is gorgeous and haunting.
-Tess Hurt
Nona the Ninth (The Locked Tomb #3) by Tamsyn Muir
- Zach Berkley
The Shadows & The Whisper Man by Alex North
- Lora Wegener
Church of Marvels by Leslie Parry
Unraveling family secrets, murder, and circus performers.
- Liz Larrison
Tracy Flick Can't Win by Tom Perrotta
Tom Perrotta is funny, observant, audacious, outrageous, completely
logical, and up to no good. Tracy Flick, the bewitching hero of
Election, finds that her life isn't quite what she expected. If Election
is primarily about losing our innocence, then Tracy Flick Can't Win is
about what happens when our innocence is lost.
- Bob Poor

Middle School Misadventures: Dance Disaster by Jason Platt
Full disclosure: this local author is a friend of mine. I love his
imagination and artwork.
- Deborah Shippy
The Diamond Eye & The Rose Code by Kate Quinn
- Lora Wegener
Ain't Burned All the Bright by Jason Reynolds
- Tess Hurt
A Rose Named Peace by Barbara Carroll Roberts
- Jan LaRoche
Lavender House by Lev AC Rosen
This historical queer mystery was delightful. It's everything I could
want in a 1950s whodunit.
- Becca Bacon
Liberation Day by George Saunders
- Callahan Herrig
The Kaiju Preservation Society by John Scalzi
- Zach Berkley
Secret Identity by Alex Segura
1970s comic book industry and murder, what's more to want?
- Becca Bacon
When They Tell You to Be Good by Prince Shakur
- Callahan Herrig

The Cartographers by Peng Shepherd
This book about the magic of maps and old documents, dark family
histories, and intense friendships checked all the boxes for me.
- Becca Bacon
Fortune Favors the Dead by Stephen Spotswood
Murder, mystery, and traveling carnivals. My favorite intro to a great
series that is still being published. Fun characters that you
emotionally connect to. It was enjoyable from page 1.
- Liz Larrison
The Resting Place by Camilla Sten
- Bri Rodgers
Shovel Ready (Spademan #1) by Adam Sternbergh
- Zach Berkley
The Book of Cold Cases by Simone St. James
- Bri Rodgers
Running the Light by Sam Tallent
- Callahan Herrig
Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt
The story of a friendship between a widow and a giant octopus. It's
brilliant. I was hooked from the first page.
- Dee Runnels

Amy Falls Down & The Writing Class by Jincy Willett
Read The Writing Class first in these books with the same main
character. They are murder mysteries and are snort-whille-you'rereading funny.
- Dee Runnels
The Last Housewife by Ashley Winstead
- Bri Rodgers
The Lost Girls of Willowbrook by Ellen Marie Wiseman
- Bri Rodgers
Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang
I absolutely loved this graphic novel about a basketball team, writing
a comic, the history of basketball, and so much more. Read it!
- Jan LaRoche
Iron Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao
This sci-fi book based on real people in Chinese history is written by
one of my favorite YouTubers and you can absolutely tell how much
love and affection went into writing it! It's dark, action-packed, and
it talks about one of the most interesting Chinese Emperors in history
- Wu Zetian, the first and only female emperor. I enjoyed every
minute of it.
- Bailey Hager

Audiobooks
With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo
I loved this story of Emoni, her daughter, and loving 'Buela. Emoni
navigates her senior year, nurtures her passion and natural talent for
the culinary arts, and dares to consider pursuing her dream of being
a chef. The author narrates the audiobook and does a lovely job of
highlighting the lyricism of the book.
- Tess Hurt
Normal Family: On Truth, Love, and How I Met My 35 Siblings
by Chrysta Bilton
This book was really good and crazier than you could imagine. I love
audio biographies that are narrated by the author.
- Kim Schimmel

All About Me! by Mel Brooks
Narrated by the author, hearing Brooks tell the stories of his life and
work was both fun and fascinating.
- Jennifer Christiansen
Kings of the Wyld by Nicholas Eames
An excellent high fantasy book about what happens AFTER the
adventure. It's funny and dynamic, it was a blast to listen to, and for
players of DND it's a whole campaign in a book.
- Bailey Hager
The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
- Shanna Bertram

Yours Cruelly, Elvira by Cassandra Peterson
Cassandra Peterson gives insight into her past and how the
character of Elvira came to be. This was one of the best audiobooks
of the year for me.
- Liz Larrison
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sanchez
This story reminds me of things I went through in my own childhood.
- Priscilla Taylor
How to Be Perfect by Michael Schur
Read by the author and many of the stars of The Good Place, this is
a look at the different philosophies used to live an ethical life.
- Deborah Shippy
The Priory of the Orange Tree by Samantha Shannon
Another high fantasy book from several points of view that
eventually merge. While this was a bit confusing at first, it was well
worth it. I loved seeing the court politics of this world, as well as how
magic is viewed. It's also an interesting commentary on religion and
history is viewed from two very different points of view.
- Bailey Hager

Movies & TV Series
Abbott Elementary - Series
Wholesome and funny with great characters!
- Tess Hurt
Atlanta - Series
- Callahan Herrig
Bel-Air - Series
- Bri Rodgers
Bullet Train - Feature Film
- Callahan Herrig
Dalgliesh - Series
- Lora Wegener
Everything, Everywhere, All at Once - Feature Film
- Callahan Herrig & Lora Wegener
Father Stu - Feature Film
- Jan LaRoche
The Great Season Two - Series
- Jessica Hill
Last Night in Soho - Feature Film
- Jessica Hill
Nope - Feature Film
- Callahan Herrig

Queens of Mystery - Series
- Lora Wegener
Sing 2 - Feature Film
Singing animals always make me feel good.
- Becca Bacon
Sister Boniface Mysteries - Series
- Lora Wegener
Spider-Man: No Way Home - Feature Film
Without giving too much away, this is a lot like the animated Into the
Spiderverse. It was a really fun, really sweet movie with a lot of
surprises. I can't wait to see what they do next.
- Bailey Hager
Top Gun: Maverick - Feature Film
For fans of the original Top Gun, this sequel nearly forty years later is
exhilarating and completely satisfying. The execution of this film is
so perfect that I would not be surprised it it becomes the rare action
movie nominated for Best Picture. Meanwhile, the internet theories
that Mitchell actually dies early in the film during a test flight, and
then spends the rest of the movie making amends for mistakes made
earlier in his life, adds a remarkable poignancy to this popcorn
movie.
- Bob Poor
What We Do in the Shadows - Series
300+ year-old vampire roommates in modern day Staten Island.
Hilarious and wonderfully written.
- Liz Larrison
Where the Crawdads Sing - Feature Film
- Jan LaRoche

music
Renaissance - Beyonce
It's Beyonce, she's the best.
- Tess Hurt
Proof - BTS
This anthology takes the listener on a journey through BTS's nearly
10 year career and is a great primer for those interested in the
group, or K-pop in general. Contains some of their lead singles,
handpicked solo and sub-unit songs and B-sides, and disc 3
contains previously unreleased songs and demos not available on
streaming sites!
- Tess Hurt
NOT TiGHT - DOMi & JD Beck
DOMi and JD Beck are jazz prodigies whose live shows and
YouTube clips are mind-blowing for their virtuosic performances
and almost telepathic ability to change tempos, run amok, and wig
out, while remaining locked in on the groove. This CD is perfect for
fans of Chick Corea, Keith Jarrett, and Herbie Hancock.
- Bob Poor
Dawn FM - The Weeknd
I love how The Weeknd is able to commit to a concept so fully yet
subtly. The concept of this album is a purgatorial tunnel, where
we're stuck in traffic, listening to an 80s adult contemporary radio
station, led by DJ Jim Carrey. It's weird, and it works, but you can
also just enjoy the music and not think too hard about it!
- Tess Hurt

videogames
God of War: Ragnarok - PS4, PS5
- Zach Berkley
Hades - Nintendo Switch, PS4, PS5, Xbox
This is a very interesting multi-platform game that, as you progress,
you find the game really does want you to succeed, and lessens
the levels you've already finished so you can enjoy more of the
game. The Greek mythology is a nice touch. And the character
designs. And the level designs. Did I mention I liked this game?
- Bailey Hager
Horizon: Forbidden West - PS4, PS5
- Zach Berkley
Jurassic World Evolution 2 - PS4, PS5
- Lora Wegener
Pokemon Legends: Arceus - Nintendo Switch
- Lora Wegener
Pokemon Scarlet - Nintendo Switch
Although this game just came out, I've been having an absolute
BLAST playing it. Is it buggy as all get out? Yes. And sometimes
that's just the fun of it - watching a character roll through a wall, or
watch as their head spins constantly is all part of the experience.
- Bailey Hager

Thank You!
Thank you to all of our patrons for supporting us
throughout our 150 years of service. We love sharing
books and things with all of you, and look forward to
doing that for 150 more years. Happy Holidays!

